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. ) REMARKS BY 

✓' r THE HONORABLE ADLAI STEVENSON 

K\ UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

U' BEFORE THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB 

WASHINGTON, D.C., MONDAY, JUNE 26, 1961 . 

the meeting AIRMAN ^ ‘ Cosgrovc ' : Ce ntlemea. If we may, we will begin 

, Contrary to unconfirmed reportc, I have it on good authority that 
Adlal Stevenson is not running for President of South America. (Laughter) 

Af'fcOX’ '‘GH 0 countdown or* l r<v» - 

Besid°^ e hl° eSn,t rea i 1 ^ have to be the victorious candidate°to 
Beside. c his .own appointment as Ambassador to the UN, his law practice 
was practically dissolved by subsequent appointments bv President 
Kennedy. You will recognise soma of thr^r at the hpa/tav,! « +• 1 4 .. 

the other distinguished 'guests I would like' you to meet at this tL? 

^ l Q ft is his Excellency, who is also the Vice Dean of the 
(Applah«-e) Deiesat “ on * Fernando Bcrckeraeyer, the Ambassador of Peru. 

Muller? ni ?Appla?s?) Ki ° Excellency thc Ambassador of Chile, Walter 

Donato^S carrll? ‘%gS“p r AcbaC3ador ° f Argentina, Dr. Emilia 

Antonio Mayobre? th * A ” bas “ dor of Vene2 “ ela - >*• *>* 

, 0n Hy left is His Excellency the Ambassador of Ecuador, Dr 
Alejanaro T. Ponce L. (Applause) * 

(Applaus^ 13 Char ' ?e d ' Affa “ res of Colombia, Dr. Ignacio Mesa. 

Aa ° n ray Charge d' Affaires of Paraguay, the Honorable Persio 

da Silva. (Applause) 

?L° right is the Counselor of Bolivia, representing the Ambassa- 
dor, Mr . Julio A. jigulno L. (Applause) 

To my left is Charge d* Affaires ad interim and Minister Counselor of 
Brazil, the honorable Alfredo Bernardos . (Applause) 

On my right is the Secretary of Labor, whom I'm very happy to have 
with us today, the Honorable Arthur j. Goldberg. (Applause) 

y , ?l° the ,, le f t is the Governor of Puerto Rico and a member of the Club, 

Luis Munoz Marin. (Applause) ’ 

To the right is the Chairman of the Latin American Subcommittee on 
Foreign Relations, the Honorable Wayne Morse. (Applapge) 

Onjny_left N 
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iii.y iei't is t he Secretary General of the Organ 
. Dr. Jose A. Mora, (Applause) 

; the right is one Honorable Thomas Morgan ox i 
:m ol* the Foreign Affairs Committee. (Applause 

. the text is vie Under Secretary oi Labor, the 
rd Wirtz — as one of the law partners. (Laughtc 


uxy right is 
norable Roger 


tne Assistant Secretary 
Tubby. (Applause) 


of State 


the left is tne Acting Secretary or State for 
ration Affairs, the Honorable Woodruff Wallner 


: the right is the Director of the Office or E; 
aent of State, Mr. Harvey Wellman. v Applause) 
o.e tour with the Ambassador. 


Mother member of the tour, the Director of New 
n to the .United Nations, Mr. Frank Carpenter. 

loo on the left, another member of the tour. Pi 
n lessor, by the way, is lrom Harvard, ohe xicon 

us e ) 

a have in the audience a number of guests i*d 
t, mas ter General, J. Edward Day. .Applause) 


v have senator MuSKie of Maine and Senator McC 
igressman John Brademas oi Indiana. i^Appl-use 


i.x In 
r Kef 


nform me Senator Kefauver 
at the head table, but he 
auver. (Applause) 


is nere too. w 
Is here with u 


'mother member oi the law i irm Is unoer oecretc 

■v him. 


.. Chairman v 1 Use fedei'al C otiintun to a 1 1 o ns 

A 

u, - e ; 

;he voice of the Am ban sudor , Si’, ulair, 


have in the riicony a delegation lrom the St 
-ies. They are nere with the OAS studying the 
•ruse ) 

.mg rosy man Bob Cook of Ohio is ax sc with us U 


'.rid. the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico, 


ai 


c Thursday Ambassador Stevenson returnee ir 
usance to tne same area that he had made a 
just j 5 months ago. This tour included ten 


thousanu air miles . 


..nation oi American 

cnnsylvama. 

Honorable 
v) (Applause) 

for Public Affairs , 

international 

(Applause) 

jt Coast Affairs 
Mr. Wellman air 

Service., U. S , 
(Applause’) 

o less or Lincoln Gordon, 
mics Section. 

_ige you to meet. 

ii’thy of Minnesota 

e had planned to have 
■i somewhere. 

L-y of Labor — oh, 

. union, Newton MI now . 

mark . ( Laughter ) 

xth American 
rtlianza for Progress. 

lay « ( Applause ) 

, Fernos-isern . 

in a 19-day diplomatic 
rip as a private 
nations and almost 
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AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: It's 17,000 miles. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I'm corrected, it's almost 17,000 air miles. I don't 
want to undersell anyone here today. 

And in asking the Ambassador to make thiB special mission part of 
the Alliance for Progress, President Kennedy emphasized that our 
cooperation in this Hemisphere Bhould not only be in the economic and 
social fields. He said, "We need to explore methods of obtaining 
closer relationships in the cultural field as well a3 between our 
schools and universities, our teachers and students, our scientists and 
artists, our writers and thinkers, in short each manifestation of the 
diversity of the culture and tradition of our peoples." 

And continuing the President said, "I think there are few people 
in the United States better qualified than Adlai Stevenson to examine 
and discuss all these possibilities. I'm sure that his journey will 
contribute immeasurably to our preparations for the Montevideo conference 
and the strengthening of the inter-American system." 

Gentlemen; those are the President’s words and I think we have with 
us today a man who really needs no introduction. Adlai Stevenson is 
well known to all of us. You know his background and his history and 
his qualifications for his present assignment. It is my pleasure to 
present to you now the Honorable Adlai Stevenson, the United States 
Ambassador to the UN. (Standing ovation) 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: Mr. Chairman and ladles and gentlemen, I 
hope you don't know my qualifications for this trip. (Laughter) 

Perhaps I should have said "Ladies and gentlemen and fellow 
Democrats, since this is a more agreeable reception than I ever expected 
to get at the Press Club. (Laughter) 

I also didn't overlook the delicacy and the potential value of your 
introduction of the law firm. (Laughter) 

The time may come, boys, when we will have to go back to work 
again. (Laughter) (Applause) 

I have successfully evaded the Press Club for a good many years and 
this time you caught me by cable. It's bad enough to be exposed to the 
United States press and all of the experts on any given area of public 
interest, but here today I have not only the press but also Senator 
Wayne Morse. (Laughter) 

Who probably knows more about Latin America than I shall ever know; 
Congressman Thomas Morgan, before whose committee I am about to appear 
at 2*.30 this afternoon, if I get out of here alive. (Laughter) 

And the Ambassadors of all the countries that I have visited, 
including finally my old and esteemed friend who honors me by his 
presence here today. Dr. Muhoz Marin, Governor of Puerto Rico. And, 
finally, I have even two Illinois colleagues, Arthur Goldberg and Ed Day. 

You know. 
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i'cu know, when I came home I thought that things were a little 
confused in Latin America. But when I came back to find that the 
Maritime Unions were turning down the Secretary of Lc tor's attempt 
tc avoid using the Taft-Hartley Act and the President wa3 proceeding 

Invoice it after he succeeded in getting the advice of Arthur Goldberg, 

I can only report that the affairs of Latin America ere in pretty good 
shaper, (Laughter) (Applause) 

t'm reminded of the distinguished scholar on this trip, one of 
ch e nine Presidents of Uruguay, who said to me, aftei we had concluded 
a; afternoon of conversation with the collegium that overns that 
country, "Governor Stevenson, if you feel a little bit depressed, just 
remember what a great Spanish writer once said. He raid that Spaniards 
n.n settle all of the problems of the world except U eir own country's." 

. -.ter) 

Maybe it wasn't a Spanish writer after all. (Laughter) 

fast before I left on this journey at the instar :e of the President, 
went to a big dinner in New York and Bob Hope was there and he turned 
ru.d said, "My friend, Adlal Stevenson, is about to leave for South 
America to visit our friends and he will be back the came day. " (Laughter) 

/ell, I want to assure you that that is not the case, that our 
.eg ends were very friendly, and it took me lb days t> get home. 

remember very well a year ago, plus, wnen 1 me ae a long trip 
around Latin America listening to an amusing speech ry one of its 
accomplished diplomats, a leader, the Foreign Minister of one of the 
o: un fries , one of the Republics of Latin America, whe said, "You know, 

Y a. ; old days you had a policy called the good nei; hbor policy. Well, 
w a like that because we always thought of you as th neighbors and we 
the good." (Laughter) 

.Vi uj. I muse say chat this time I came away with * tie impression that. 
Latin America is not only an enormous problem for th* United States 
• . ‘fiat they understand its problem perhaps better + han It did when 
traveled there before. But it's not just a pro bier for the United 
States . It's a problem for the world, for Latin America. 

On our Journey, we covered some i . , uoO miles am visited all of 
e ten capitals of South America, and I hope very much, and I expect 
U at immediately following my journey that there wll„. be a similar 
mission to Central America and to Mexico. 


p objective 
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Our objective was to consult on the planning for the Allianz 
Progress meeting, presently to take plane In Urufuay next month a„S to 

S“ S Sou?h a Jma^a' ,ay ? T 6 , T an8 ° f oooperlt?o,f Jteeen Z&* 

and South America. And I have here for you today, because T wan toirt to, 

hfln« y *. U £ and SGt fchrou ® h wlth m y formal business and then you couid^per- 
haps ask me some question* I too have an expert. I have with me 

D Tlu I/ !' n f olri ® ordon » wbo traveled with me throughout this journev alon* 
with Ambassador Ellis Briggs, who is one of ou? senior ForeS Service® 

Latin e Am^^fi Wh ° haS served as Ambassador in other diplomatic posts in 
Latin America ever many years. He, unfortunately, has been obligated to 

b0 “ 3 post in Ors.ce, but Dr. Lincoln OoJdon of the SarvRd 

the 1 «??? nnS^ 0 ? 1 ’ ” h ° haS been tha head of the President's Task Force on 
t Alliance for Progress program, has come here and will help me out if* 

1 get in trouble, which I suspect will happen any minute. (Laughter) 

Well, if you will permit me, I will run through these disorder! v 
notes that I have here and then perhaps you will be good enough to aek 

l Sha11 not feel ln the *•«* inhibitfd by ?he presence 
here of Ambassadors of these friendly Republics who comprise the 
southern half of our great Hemisphere, 

Well, every country that we visited, almost every countrv is now 
under democratic control. The political stability of these regimes is 
under severe strain almost everywhere. Communist and other extreme left 

oast l°ell ea T h VJ, &en Tfil gained ln stren ^h and aggressKeSss Tn tSe 

loMtilH’il sSn ,)?deS 6 ger ° f rlEht Wlng C ° UPS d ' etat ln aavaral 

. . in Venezuela and I will run through these countries rather 

hurriedly it is still in the stage of continuing fear of a right wing 
coup, although there are hardening indications that the business com- 8 
munity, th© financial community and the army now recognize the importance 
ot supporting democratic institutions and the importance that President 
?ormen?eS t counBry . hi 8 term and eRtabli8h constitutional democracy in that 

alternative, of course, is further loss of confidence, economic 

aiM’mS at hnS« and rl3ln S radicalism. The left wing violence in the Caracas 
slums, however, remains acute. President Betancourt is trying to push 

ahead on sound lines, including the restoration of business confidence as 
well as continued social and economic reforms. 3UB:LIie “ s confidence as 

oil Argentina President Prondizl’s regime is getting stronger I felt 
all the time. He is making bold efforts to restore fiscal respoSsibiStJ J 
and to recover from the effects of Peron’s decapitalization of that great 
fch ®f e ®re fixed on the next Congressional elections which 

tempfaf SotSKEtag?* "S*" ° r ° PGn the Way t0 a P° S8lfcie ^ at- 

In Brazil 
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in Brazil, President Quadros is less popular now than he was at the 
start of his administration because of his firm austerity measures to 
stop the rampant inflation and the financial disorder which had overtaken 
our largest neighbor in this Hemisphere. Communist agitation In the 
Brazilian northeast is increasingly vigorous and dangerous, as you ail 
know. The President's attitude on Cuba and on the Communist bloc arises 
partly from a desire, I believe, to establish Brazil's political 
independence on the one hand and is reinforced by his fear of alienating 
domestic groups with an underlying sympathy for the Cuban revolution. 

In Uruguay, social and economic conditions are i xrtunately not 
explosive. And the S-Ltuation is relatively stable. Although the system 
of the collegium executive makes for extreme governmental weaknesses.; 
as I say, there are nine presidents and no one can speak for Uruguay. 

The main focus of the left wing agitation is among students and 
intellectuals as is so often the case. 

Za Paraguay, General Stroessner is clearly in command. His leader- 
ship is short of a totalitarian police state by far. But he seems 
reluctant, although I’m very hopeful that these views will be disproved 
in the near future, to fulfill hi3 pledges of democratization and some 
observers believe that some subversive, at least Communist forces, are 
more powerful than appears to be the case. But X have great hope for 
Paraguay. 

Chile continues to enjoy its broad traditional, ancient devotion 
to democratic institutions. The relative success of Alessandri in 
controlling inflation has reduced one serious source of social dis- 
content, but other sources remain in the continuing economic stagnation 
and the need for positive action on land reform. A range rous sign was 
the swing of peasants and votes this spring to the extreme left for the 
first time, at the same time that the moderate Radial Party was gaining 
support In the urban centers. 

Bolivia, of course, is in an acute and dangerous state. President 
paz Estenssoro, a man of vigor and purpose, I felt, _s maintaining his 
authority but by a tenuous thread. Vice President Be chin has been 
unwilling so far to announce his firm support for th new stand against 
the Communist mine workers and the student leaders. The basic crisis of 
governmental authority is now being played out in th. c strange and wonder- 
ful country, with the little army supporting the President but with 
. i uncertainty whether he can sufficiently dominat the situation to 
: arm the private miners and peasant armies and provide enough 
, -bility so that the long awaited and perfectly feasible economic 
voiopment can go forward. 

In Peru, political circles are preoccupied with the 19b2 Presidential 
election. While the present regime of president Praio and of its 
uistinguished Prime Minister Pedro Beltran is strong, there is not yet 
clear certainty that their coalition of moderate and conservative and 
anti-Communlst elements and the left wing ol the Apr.sta party will be 
a ole to agree upon a candidate for the next election 

At present, the anti-government front runner would appear to be 
Fernando Belaunde, an attractive and vigorous younger man who is pro- 
occupied with -many large plans for internal development of his 
fascinating country, but says, for example, that he cnows something about 

Peru but Re | ease 2003/01/29 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000800090019-7 
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Cuba., and avoids foreign policy controversy. While the government is 
trying to make social improvements in housing and land settlement with 
some success , there has been as yet, no successful basic, fundamental 
attack on the vicious tax and land reform problems. But the government 
recognizes this necessity, as in so many of the countries of Latin 
America . 

Here, too, therefore, the present relative calm, except in the 
universities, probably conceals some explosive undercurrents. But we 
and Western ideals have no firmer friends than the present government of 
Peru. 


In Ecuador the government is headed by President Velasco Ibarra, 

Who seems confident that there is no Communist problem in his country 
and that if there is he can deal with it by the force of his personal, 
peaceful philosophy and he 1 b a great scholar and also by his extra- 
ordinary personal popularity. The student leadership in this 
Interesting country has recently been captured from the Communists for 
the first time in 16 years. And the program of the government to 
improve domestic conditions is good and timely, in view of the country's 
badly disordered economy. 

The present leadership in Colombia is, of course, excellent. But 
the stability of the regime depends now on finding a conservative 
presidential candidate to carry on in the period 1962 to 1966 , in 
accordance with the curious bipartisan national front arrangement 
which was worked out in 1958 to stop the violence and which replaced 
the dictatorship at that time. Bandit type violence remains a major 
problem in several outlying provinces of Colombia, now aggravated by 
Communist infiltration. 

The domestic program of President Lleras Camargo is precisely in 
accord with the Act of Bogota, and the thinking underlying the Alliance 
for Progress. 

You will want to know something about the obvious questions that 
always interest us. Communist penetration, and so on, have increased, 

I believe, in vigor and effectiveness since my more leisurely journey 
through these countries in i 960 . This is marked especially in four 
groups: the university students, the professors, the school teachers, 
and the labor unions. Urban slum dwellers, especially where there is 
severe unemployment, are also ready victims and hitherto unorganized 
rural areas, of which outstanding examples are northeastern Brazil and 
rural areas in Chile and Colombia and Ecuador. 

A good deal of propaganda material is being imported from Cuba. 
Several governments commented on activity by Cuban agents, sometimes with 
the help of Cuban diplomatic missions. The Cubans appear, however, to 
be becoming Increasingly cautious about gunrunning and blatant abuses 
of diplomatic missions for subversive purposes. I must tell you 1 was 
followed on this journey or preceded by two or three diplomats from 
Cuba. It sort of reminded me of those truth squads that the Republicans 
had. (Laughter) 


I remember 
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£ remember saying at a diplomatic banquet somewhat to the amusement 
of the audience, in the campaign I think of 1956 when the truth squad 
arrived at the airport about the Bame time that I did, that they bore 
exactly the same relation to the truth that the fire engine did to the 
fire, they would extinguish it if they could. (Laughter) 

The theme of these gentlemen, and very accomplished senior diplomats 
it‘ the Cuban Foreign Service they were, was generally to interrogate the 
Foreign Ministers and the Presidents of the countries that I Just visited 
as to their view on aonlntervention and on self-determination. I must 
recall vividly the responses that some made who will have to be nameless 
because I don't want to embarrass them. One of them told me that he had 
said, "Yes, we believe in self-determination in this country and we be- 
lieve that self-determination means the right of the people to choose all 
of the time. Have you those conditions in Cuba?" Another one said, "Yes, 
?e believe in those principles of the American system, of the American 
structure , but we also believe in all of the other principles of the 
American system." 

I think these kinds of responses are indicative cf the feeling that 
prevails among the thoughtful leadership in most all cf Latin America. 

The alignment of Cuba with the Communist movement has greatly added 
to the appeal of Communism, however, since it can now take on the guise 
of an indigenous Latin American revolutionary movement. There is very 
widespread popular sympathy for the proclaimed goals cf the Cuban revo- 
lution. including land reform, popular education, social equality, the 
removal of foreign business Influences, and defiance cf the Yankee 
Colossus, The failure of the April invasion attempt gave added Impetus 
to Communist Castro penetration since it seemed to lmj ly immunity of left 
extremism in Latin America from United States retaliation. There is 
little popular appreciation of the Soviet! zation of the Cuban regime, 
i^tin America thinks of Cuba as — by and large, the common ordinary 
people think of Cuba as a social reform, as a social revolution, whereas 
lie think of it as Communism. They are unaware for the most part, I felt, 
of Its establishment as a police state apparatus of terror or the other 
oerverslons of the original revolutionary objectives of Mr. Castro. 

Much more intensive action in evidently needed tc promote the demo- 
cratic cause in intellectual savants in Latin America Ministers in 
several countries canmented once again on the absence of cheap paperback 
translations into Spanish and into Portuguese of United States classics 
and of important nonfiction, contemporary works, including my own. 

( Laughter ) 

Which I am happy to say X do have Spanish translations in most 
cases and I seem to be very well known. I'm not sure whether they read 
them just the day before I arrived or not, but they point to the con- 
trast with the highly subsidized and widely distributed editions that we 
have all encountered in our travels abroad of Marx, Lenin, of Mao Tse- 
tung and other Communist writers. 

Far more, as we find now, as you probably know, distributed all over 
South America, do-it-yourself handbooks on how to be a guerrilla war 

fig iter 
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lighter printed in China, "How to Overthrow the CathdlJLc Church 11 orint*»ri 
in China, and so on. A far more affirmative aftaJic'oh Jhe pJoblen. of 
urban alum conditions and the rural Insecurity ia : «S evidently needed if 
these large groups, no longer politically pa^siL* a*?' to afe aLe hnnf if 
for a better life under free institutions ’ ™ B ? m ® hope 

In connection with the misunderstanding of - ihe 'true character of th** 
current developments in Cuba, I believe that excel ° f ^ he 
of students and of professioAaJ lAtenecSSe 

especiauy those who fought with Castro in his^elS/lSf^ And 
and circulate among their counterparts t^pouM 4 u% th£ Hemisphere 

haye a •*•“““* S; 

March 13th address was described a. i£ 5 £!%S£?ef i- Ur«s£n° 

phasi?fd t the G politicai b i r n P °t :iCy * J! lthout exception, governments em- 
pnasized the political importance of making the Uruguay jneetlne: of the 

£d e ?^r ri ° an EC ° n °” lC and Soclal Council a success^ to*uae theS wlSd 
meetings , means not ">«>'ely another In the long line of lpter-ftmerlcan ' 

+.?2 H* 16 o1: * ier hand, there was no clear or uniform definition of what 

^5 “*; 8U ° ceas - The r waa a Wlde varlet y in the concept of the 
meetings of objectives and procedures and great disparity in the inten- 

£ haracter ° r national preparations for tHls^program.’ A 
® S° vera,n ents appeared to believe that the meeting would be the 
occasion for the cutting of an aid melon, so to speak, with little •>€•* 

tenure C ancf t^atior ea Xt\?^ 8t ™ ctaral reforma ^ such fields as land 
of ^*1f ^ But -, al1 pa * d at least liP service to the concept 

ot self-help,. And several were in deadly earnest on this front 

economic WOr * ° n lon K“ ter ‘ m programming for national 
economic and soclal development, Colombia, Chile, Brazil and Derhans 

Venezuela seemed to be well in advance of their Aister nations Several 
others handed us interesting proposals, some handed us shopping 11 sts 

ly HX’o lnV£St ” ent At-lll- 

indus^?a? t ^L? !t,phaS 3: Zed the importance in her rather special case of 
industrial deveiopment, as contrasted with social Investment which has 
made such long progress for so many years in that great country Manv 
governments advanced claims for special consideration on political or 

®f° uads * In several cases less emphasis was placed on outside aid 
or public investment than on trade and commodity price policies. 

Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, have declared frequently their 3trone 
emphatic Interest in American policy support for* their commercial 
negotiations with the European Common Market. And tbe?e was the most 
intense Interest in Joint action to stabilize conpbdlty* prices and to 
raise the prices of key import items in this counW;, texport items for 
them, notably coffee. Some 14 countries, as you o? totln MeSca 


are 
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are largely dependent for their foreign exchange position on their export 
of coffee. 

I believe our mission greatly clarified the thinking of many South 
American governments on the types of results which we might hope to 
achieve at the Uruguay conference, especially in the fields of investment, 
programming and the coordination of outside aid. We must clearly expect 
active discussion of commercial policy and of commodity markets and we 
should have well defined positions on these issues. 

A forthcoming attitude in these fields would do much to overcome 
the disappointments which are likely with respect to the amounts and the 
conditions of financial aid. As to aid, it is a fact that the needs are 
enormous. The desire for accelerated growth is great and universal and 
the capacity for effective use of aid is being rapidly augmented by the 
systematic programming of public investment, often for the first time. 

In most cases the general concepts and priorities are not far out of 
line with our own thinking. It is evident that large increases in the 
rate of economic and social investment and United States aid as compared 
with recent years are expected throughout South America. Fortunately, 
most of the governments appear to be thinking mainly In terms of hard 
loans which can be financed by the World Bank, by the Inter- American 
Development Bank, the Export- Import Bank, to the extent that their real 
credit worthiness permits. 

This in turn may be largely dependent, of course , on action in the 
commercial policy and commodity market areas. If Congress furnished the 
authority for making long-term commitments, there is no question but that 
the ability of the Latin American governments to carry through sustained 
development efforts, Including the needed structural reforms, will be 
greatly enhanced. 

Our mission demonstrated, I think, the vital importance of recreat- 
ing confidence in a collective approach to the problems of Communist sub- 
version and of indirect aggression if the inter -American system has any 
hope of survival. 

The abortive Cuban invasion attempt of laBt April, coupled with sub- 
sequent public disclosure and controversy, did not enhance Latin American 
opinion about the United States, I think we might ae well face it, be- 
cause non-intervention is still a cardinal article of faith throughout 
our good neighborhood. But I suspect there is a great deal of unspoken 
disappointment, actually, that the invasion failed, that even in these 
cases, moat of them I dare Bay, would have denounced any unilateral in- 
vasion publicly. 

In some countries there has been a tendency to regard the Cuban 
problem as essentially a bilateral one between the United States and 
Cuba, which might be negotiable If we only relaxed our hostility and 

permitted 


Approved For Release 2003/01/29 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000800090019-7 



Approved For Release 2003/01/29 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000800090019-7 


-11- PR 44*. 


permitted the larger Latin American states to act as mediators. I be- 
lieve that we succeeded in convincing the Presidents and governments con- 
cerned that the problem is by no means a bilateral problem, that such 
issues between u** us compensation for expropriated properties are of 
secondary order, which could be negotiated If other circumstances were 
favorable, and that tie real cause of concern is the establishment of a 
beachhead for Communist penetration and subversion throughout the Hemi- 
sphere „ 

It follows that the Issue is one of concern to all of the American 
Republics, affecting Latin America even more than the United States, 
because it is the Latin countries which are more vulnerable and actually 
the object of Indirect aggression today. It 13 they, therefore, who 
3hould be primarily concerned with action to deal with this universal 
problem. 

It was generally and strongly felt that no collective action could 
be officially considered until the economic conference wa3 concluded and 
had demonstrated Its success as a major step tov?ard economic and social 
development, towards t'ne creation of some sense of hope among these 
miserable masses in so many of the Latin American countries. 

This conclusion was based partly on the need to obliterate the 
memory of the April invasion effort, but far more on the need to show 
to dissident left wing elements in their countries that there is real 
promise of economic and social progress under genuine.ly democratic 
regimes working in cooperation with the United States. 

As to the possibility of collective action after the Alliance for 
Progress meeting in Uruguay, I can't predict of course with any confi- 
dence. But I think it's quite possible that there will be strong leader- 
chip in Latin America to deal with this new form of outside intervention 
under the Rio Pact in the treaties const! luting the system of the 
Americas. The action can be meaningful only if it is supported , of 
oovrse. by two of the three largest Latin American countries 
Argentina, Brazil and Mexico. This point Is agreed by all concerned, 
regardless of whether the legally necessary 14 votes could be secured 
without including any or more than one of these three great countries. 

Mexican concurrence at the moment does not seen likely. Ine 
possibilities of Argentina and Brazil concurrence depend of course in 
large measure on developments in the immediate future. This presents 
many problems which I sure that with the sympathy and with the under- 
standing and with the mutual anxiety for accommodation and accord that- 
I discovered can be worked out. 

In my view, this is a problem which we are going to have to 
confront for- sometime to come and it is entirely suitable that not only 
that the problem exists but that we deal with it as patiently and as 
orderly and in as persuasive way as we can. 


Now 
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Now Jot mo 001 1< • lude LIU a other hurried once-*'V< '• this tour d' raison, 
by saying to you tiiat the most Important discovery to me on this 
journey was that all of the governments of Latin Am-:).* Lea realise now 
that they have to translate economic and social reforms Into action, and 
they have to get results, that the old societies mu: L change, that the 
•no Id of the oast J s broken by events, by the revolution that has swept 
the world, and that they must identify themselves w th these essential 
changes to support any successful economic reform movements. That is to 
say, they must be for the benefit of the people, an ! demons try bly for the 
benefit of the people. £ think tills is marked progress and of the 
utmost Importance . 

I look lor ward to an Increasing realisation th .t with strict 
correctness and probity and sincerity of behavior o \ both sides that the 
realisation that South America needs us and that vie need South America 
and tiiat they and we can work In greater coopera tio 1 to make the 
American system stronger Is very likely. 

And now, if you wish, Mr. Chairman, I should, b ■■ glad in whatever 
time remains to us to attempt, with the assistance J £ my colleague. 
Professor Lincoln Gordon, to answer your questions. (Applause) 


70 L 


■die 


THE CHAIRMAN : Thank you, Mr. Ambassador 
with a cable, you certainly hooked us so 


Nhii : we may have hooked 
far as the time remaining 


questions. (Laughter) Ue have 
inutes worth of questions here, 
ba t . 


barely 15 minuses and we must have 
Nonetheless, w ■ will start right off 


'’Why are the intellectuals of South America attracted to Communism? 


AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: I think it's a generally .• tion and they are not 
all by any means attracted to Communism. Some are because of old Marxist, 
social democratic attitudes that have persisted in intellectual circles. 


I 


ong tone. 


as we know, ior 
.justice, of the unfairness that exists 
rich are few and the poor are many and 


Likewise, a con scions less of social In- 
in social structures where the 
the gulf between both is enormous. 


THE. CHAIRMAN : Did you find evidence of the resorted stepped up 
activity in South America by the Communist Chinese? If so, can the 
United States devise any effective counter measures 


AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: I wasn't somehow as con 
perhaps because I wasn't looking for it, as I was o 
But I can give you & few illustrations and perhaps 
you some more. I know meeting in Brazil, I was inf 
President that some hundred, I believe, or at least 
some hundred, fellowships for study in China had be 
University of Mi Has Cera is alone. The dollar curta 
to South Americans seeking advanced education. 


..clous of this, 

.1 my first journey. 
.Hnc Gordon can give 
iimned by the 
I was informed that 
:n offered to the 
ui is a real problem 


I mentioned 
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1 men tioned a moment. ago, hurriedly in passing, the fact that vou 
find^everywhere now these lea Pie to on how to attack the Catholic Church 
printed in China, and on how to become a guerrilla fighter printed In 

add n oA ^/score. Per,lap8 Dr ’ would have southing fSSher lo 

PROFESSOR GORDON: No, Just more of the same type. 

THE CHAIRMAN: "Can coopera tivc3 make a contribution to the 
stability of the South American countries?" to ^he 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: Yes. I'm sure of this. At least I feel 
® ure oI ^ at the cooperative movement ha 3 some roots in 

?n ih-i merlca ^ Ut ^ hey are relatlvcl y meager, and that much can be done 
in this respect. We see it now in the building and loan associations 
which are developing throughout these countries where they are trying 
to improve the wretched housing conditions that prevail around most all 
of the great Latin American cities. I think the cooperative movement 

producer and consumer can be extended very carefully throughout the 
Latin American economies. I know that the labor movement in some 
countrIes--Ecuador notably — I recall are extremely Interested in what 
they can do to improve cooperatives and create cooperatives among their 
membership, especially in the housing field. s 

„ THE CHAIRMAN: What steps should be taken to develop domestic 
free trade unions in Latin America?" 

fo STEVENSON: Well, I think I attach the utmost importance 

labor movement in Latin America, which is vulnerable to Communism 
as it is most everywhere, which has been the seat of much of the 
Communist apjitation, labor along with the universities, and that the 
development of free labor movements is something in which we can help 

them very measurably, both by virtue of experience and with a very little 
money, mostly counsel mostly methods. 7 little 

work has already been done to a very considerable extent by the 
AFjj-CIO by their representatives in Latin America, i think If we can do 
more of this, it could be most useful, some of these labor movements 
have shown great progress since I last visited these countries In 

Nom?lSi^ ey c haV< ; suac * edecl in eliminating Communist Influence or 
domination of major labor unions, in more, however, there is an up-hill 
struggle, especially aggravated now by the sort of popular respect for 
the Cuban revolution, wher>e, as I say, people think of it as a social 
revolution, not as Communism. ciai 

TIIE CHAIRMAN: ' What can the U.S. Government do positively or 
neg tively to induce Latin American Governments to Initiate social 
changes that the Kennedy aid program deems essential?" " 

T . . , AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: It's very hard to Impose, and quite wrongly, 
t us to lm P° s c conditions, that Is, to say, "do this or else." 

It ink what we can do is to point out that we can direct our aid In 
channels which are calculated to improve the conditions of people Rut 

a ^ S ° I,m sure, with technical advice on tax reform, on 

social planning, on things of this kind that In some cases we have 

perhaps 
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perhaps more experience than they. I don’t belJ eve we can use economic 
aid as an ultimatum. I don't believe we should . 

;ut I'm sure that we can cn courage those elements in the community 
where they are conscious of the need for these social reforms to 
make their aid effective, to modernize their socleii.c we car. be help- 
ful . 

The great thing about South America, like all o the world , is 
that the masses of the people are on the move now. They realise that 
no longer is disease and poverty and hunger the Immutable destiny of man 
And the?/ propose to modernize their societies. The”.' propose to have 
a better life, either by the voluntary methods of democracy or by 
involuntary methods. If necessary. They propose to do it one way or 
the other. And their governments are conscious of this great underlying 
movement . 


THE CHAIRMAN: "What's the role of the military „.n the Latin 
American picture? And should the U.S. aid In the accomplishment cf 
this role?" 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: I have a feeling this one came from Congress. 

( Laughter ) 

£ must say that when I came back from Latin America, a year ago I 
was shocked by the extent to which the proportion of the national budget 
went for military expenditure. This time I felt somewhat different. 

The problems of Internal security are very great. For the most part, 
the military, which has often been the bulwark of dictatorship and often 
been the instrument of dictatorship, are showing increasing signs of 
responsibility, of democratic conviction. And, of course, in a number 
of countries at least they represent the conservative, solid, secure 
foundation of any regime . 

It's again a subject that is extremely difficul" to generalize 
about. My own feeling is that as a matter of policy we should help 
them to man and arm sufficient forces 
crisis has not yet been reached. For 
major contribution to the Hemispheric 

CHE CHAIRMAN: 


for Internal security because the 
external activity or for any 
defense, I think they are ” ~ 
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THE CHAIRMAN: This may be another Congressional question. 'To 
really help Latin America, would a multibillion dollar program about 
the scope of the Marshall Plan be necessary? Does the Administration 
intend to ask for a program of this size?" 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: Well, I don't think we know what’s necessary and 
that is why we are having this meeting in Uruguay, to try to determine 
what sort of planning has been done, what planning remains to be done, 
what integrated total economic development programs the various countries 
need and can develop. And until we know more about that and know more 
about what the over-all needs are, we can't very well determine what 
proportion we can contribute. Obviously they are very, very large.. 

But the program is a long one. It will take a decade at least, I think, 
to make any major change in the conditions of the life of these people. 

The important thing is to hold out hope to them, that they can 
look forward to improvements as time goes on. This is not a Marshall. 
Plan, as you know . For the most part these are loans, not grants, 
insofar as that is important. And I remind you also that this is now 
a program to help them to help themselves. We can only do a small 
portion, at best, of the enormous total task. They have to do it 
themselves. Little things like stabilization of commodity prices can 
mean far more than economic assistance. The change in the price of 
coffee by half a cent per pound can wipe out all of the economic 
assistance that wc could hope to give them for a long time. 

These are the considerations which I think we can help to get 
at now, if we really mean business, and I believe we do. I remind you 
also that in the case of the Marshall Plan, if my recollection serves 
me and if it doesn't, I'm sure Dr. Gordon will correct me, our 
contribution to the Increased gross national product of those countries 
through the Marshall Plan was something less than 3 percent. But It 
was that 3 percent that made the difference. I think the situation Is 
somewhat the same in Latin America. 

THE CHAIRMAN: "What's the practical likelihood that Brazil now 
or in the near future will join any collective Latin American action 
against Cuba?" 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: I think that we need Brazil and Brazil 
needs us. And I look forward to Brazil's active participation in 
any collective action calculated to save the American system and to 
protect our Hemisphere from these new forms of aggression with 
confidence. 

THE CHAIRMAN: "Should there be continued tractor bargaining with 
Castro?" 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: I really can't answer that question. I'm 
not informed about it and what ' s more I thought I read in this morning 1 s 
paper that it was all over. But I can tell you that his behavior In 
this connection was not popular in South America. We found bitter 
expressions of resentment at these kinds of blackmail tactics in a 
number of countries where we traveled. 


THE CHAIRMAN: 
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THE CHAIRMAN: 'Do you think It Is possible, ii view of Khrushchev's 

position, to come tc some arrangement with Mr. K on Berlin on the 
basis of withholding atomic weapons from West Qermar y? " (Laughter) 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: You have addressed that question to the 

wrong court. (Laughter) (Applause) 

But don't tempt me. (Laughter) 

THE CHAIRMAN: "Do you think President Kennedy should give the 
American people a stronger warning on the danger of war that might be 
forced In defending Berlin?" 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: I think you will have to excuse me from 

undertaking to dispose of Berlin. I am willing to stick with 
Buenos Aires and Rio and a few other places, but Berlin I'm leaving 
tc my betters. (Laughter) 

Don't think I haven't learned something. (Laughter) (Applause) 

THE CHAIRMAN: "Do you think the free world cat- pool our resources 
fast enough and effectively enough to meet the Communist challenge?' 

AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: Well, this is the great question of our 
rime. It would be easy to stand here and say to you In blithe good 
spirit, of course. I don't know. I think this is a question that 
is going to be answered by not only the United States but by all of 
the free countries. And until we make this our business and are 
determined to do It with the same resolve that we are determined to 
protect ourselves In the event of outright attack, I'm not by any means 
confident we will succeed. 


There are many things we can do and many I think we must do, if we 
can rationalize our thinking about this problem and separate it from 
our domestic concerns and give it the priority that it's entitled to. 


I can point out here, for example, that In Germany they have an 
enormous, a very high tariff on coffee. If that tariff were reduced, 
the export of coffee would be Increased very measurably from this 
Hemisphere and aid the economies of a number of these countries which 
are in sore distress. I would say then that I don's know what the answer 
tc that question Is, but It's going to be with us perhaps for years tc 
come. And I think It's the first concern of every responsible thinking 
American and everyone who believes and cherishes Western Ideals , (Applause) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Ambassador, we thank you for coming here today. 

We thank you for a very interesting and Informative report. 


I would like to show our appreciation' by presenting you with this 
Certificate of Appreciation and a copy of the Club's 50th Anniversary 
oook which brings together our first 50 years and with that the final 
question. And you must n^illze, sir, that 1 don't write these questions. 

T merely read them. 'J f ^ ^ 

"I would appreciate hearing 6 you> reflect on how you felt after the 
Democratic Convention nominated John iferjKennedy, thereby blocking perhaps 
c rover your chance of becoming President of the United States. (Laughter) 
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Lne. (Laughter) (Standing ovation^ 
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